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W88-0088.  Osterhaven, M. Eugene (1915-2004). 
 Papers, 1938-2004.  4.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College class of 1937 (B.A.); Western Theological 
Seminary class of 1941 (B.D.); Princeton Theological Seminary 
(Th.D.); Prof. Honoris, Sarospatek, 1948; Hope College, 1984 
(L.H.D.); Northwestern College, 1985 (D.D.); Honoris Causa, 
Debrecen, 1990 (Th.D.); Pastored the Presbyterian Church of New 
Gretna, New Jersey (1942-1943) and the Third Reformed Church of 
Raritan, New Jersey (1943-1945); College chaplain and professor of Bible at Hope College from 
1945-1952; Lecturer at Western Theological Seminary (1950-1953); Professor at WTS (1953-
1986); Adjunct professor at the Presbyterian Theological College (1987); University of Dubuque 
Presbyterian Seminary (1988); Trinity Evangelical Theological Seminary (1989).  Collection 
includes correspondence, papers, articles and manuscripts related to the career of M. Eugene 
Osterhaven. 
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Biography 
 
 Maurice Eugene Osterhaven was born to John and Mattie Osterhaven in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, on December 8, 1915.  He attended Grand Rapids Junior College from 1932-1935 and 
received his B.A. degree from Hope College in 1937 and his B.D. degree from Western 
Theological Seminary in 1941.  Other advanced degrees include Th.D, Princeton Theological 
Seminary; Honoris, Sarospatek; University of Utrecht, 1962-1963;  L.H.D., Hope College 1984; 
D.D., Northwestern College, 1985; Th.D., Honoris Causa, Debrecen, 1990. 
 He was licensed by the Classis of Grand Rapids in 1941 and ordained by that classis in 
1943.  He pastored the Presbyterian Church of New Gretna, New Jersey, from 1942-1943, and 
the Third Reformed Church of Raritan, New Jersey, from 1943-1945.  He was college chaplain 
and professor of Bible at Hope College from 1945-1952.  He was lecturer at Western 
Theological Seminary from 1950-1953 and professor at Western from 1953-1986.  He was 
adjunct professor at the Presbyterian Theological College, 1987, University of Dubuque 
Presbyterian Seminary, 1988, and Trinity Evangelical Theological Seminary, 1989.  
 Dr. Osterhaven passed away in Holland, Michigan, on January 24, 2004. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 Those who knew Osterhaven well realize that he had three major passions.  The first was 
the study of Reformed theology; the second the welfare of Reformed Christians, churches and 
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institutions in post-World War II and during the occupation by Communists; and thirdly, canoe 
excursions in the far north.  These three are highlighted not only in the collection itself, but also 
in his memoirs entitled, “Pen, Paddle and Perfect Peace.”  A less formal memoir, “Family 
Memoirs,” also is revealing. 
 The collection reflects a long and continuing correspondence with major figures in the 
Reformed theology world, not only in the United States, but especially in Hungary and Germany. 
It includes many articles in various journals, especially the Church Herald of the RCA.  Much of 
the materials deal with Osterhaven’s support of the Sarospatak Reformed Academy in Hungary. 
 
Container List 
 
Box 1  
 
 Addresses, n.d., 1996 
 Alliance of Reformed Churches, 1957-1960 
 Articles 
  Loose, n.d., 1952-1975, 1981-2002 (3 folders) 
  Bound, 1956-1959 
 Australian Presbyterian Church, 1985-1991 
 Biographical, 1953, 1988, 2004 (see also W88-1237.1) 
 Boy Scouts of America, 1955-1992 
 Calvinistic Action Committee, 1955 
 Chapel Meditations, n.d. 
 Correspondence 
1938-2000 (8 folders) 
  Bast, Robert, 1985 
  Berkhof, H., 1968-1978 
  Bertha, Zoltan, 1975-1994   
  Board of Foreign Missions Controversy, 1957-1958 
  Boer, Harry, 1956-1978 
  Boogart, Tom, 1977-1982 
  Canoe Trip, 1961-1988 
  Committee for the Re-establishment of the Sarospatak Reformed Academy 
   1988-1994 
   1990-1996 (2 folders) 
  Czeglody, Dr. Sandor, and Dr. Botond Gaal, 1992-1998 
  Daughter at Sarospatak, 1969 
  German, 1955 
 
Box 2 
 
 Correspondence (cont.) 
  Heidelberg Catechism, New Translation, 1961 
  Hethy, Louis, 1965-1981 
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  Hromadka, Joseph L., 1944-1969, 1996 
  Hungarian Embassy, 1969-1970 
  Hungarian Liberation, 1946-1953, 1988, 1990 (2 folders) 
  Hungary, 1946-1966 
  Marten, Ilona, 1957-1958 
  McCord, James I., 1957-1985 
  Mouw, Dirk, 1975-1976, 1991, n.d. 
  Nagy, Andrew, and Emese Nagy Hernadi, 1994-1998 
  Personal, 1957-1892 
  Piper, Otto A., n.d., 1949-1960 
  Pradervand, Marcel, 1951-1971 
  Reformed Theological Seminary, 1977-1982 
  Retirement, 1986 
  Rhem, Richard, 1966-1971 
  Sarospatek Reformed Academy, 1946-1997 (4 folders) 
  Seventh Reformed Church, 1994-1996 
  Synodical Officials of Hungary, 1986-1997 
  Szabo, Gyula, 1951-1970 
  Tripp, Roland W., 1971-1972 
  Ujszaszy Family, 1969-2000 
  Vander Linde, Simon, 1962-1967 
  World Alliance of Reformed Churches, 1968-1972 
 Debrecen (Hungary) Reformed College Choir Visit, 1986 
 Friends of Sarospatak Academy 
  Advisory Board, 1988-1990 
  Choir Visit, 1993-1996 
  Finance Committee, 1989-1994 
  General, 1995-1997 
  Theological Seminary, 1992-1998 
 Funeral Sermons, 1976-1997 
 
Box 3 
 
 Hope College, 1945-1992 
 Hope Oral History Project, 1981 
 Hungarian Church Press, 1968 
 Hungarian Relief Fund, 1948-1992 (2 folders) 
 Laszlo Tokas and the Romanian Revolution, 1991-1993 (10 images) 
 Lectureship at Central Park Church, 1986 
 Manuscript, “The Faith of the Church,” 1982 
 Memoirs  
  Family, n.d. 
  “Pen, Paddle and Perfect Peace,” 1998 
 News Clippings 
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  General, 1953-1956, 1976-1998, n.d. 
  Hungary, 1947-1989, n.d. 
 North Arcot Mission Jeep, 1951 (3 images) 
 Northwestern College, 1985 
 Notes, Systematic Theology 101, 102, n.d. 
 Photographs, 1953-1960, n.d. (20 images) 
 Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 1966  
 Publications 
  Hungarian Protestantism Yesterday and Today, Kalman Ujszaszy, ca. 1967 
  On M. Eugene Osterhaven, 1971-1986 
  On Sarospatak and Hungary, 1946-1992 (3 folders) 
  Transylvania:  The Pathos of a Reformation Tradition, 1968 
  Up the River with a Paddle, n.d. 
 Reformed Church in Hungary, 1970, 1989, 1991, 1994, 1996 
 Responses to his Books, 1970-1983 
 Roman Catholicism, 1984, n.d. 
 Sarospatak Students Aided by Hope College, 1949, 1976, n.d. (9 images) 
 Sermons and Addresses about Hungary, 1996, n.d. 
 Society for Reformed Publications, 1954-1960 
 Teaching Methods, n.d. 
 Theology Notes, John R. Mulder’s WTS class 
 Western Theological Seminary, 1950-1995 
 VHS Videotapes 
  “The Joy of Sarospatak,” English Version, n.d. 
  “Rekindle the Flame: Sarospatak, Hungary,” n.d. 
